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Synopsis
Richard Dunn reconstructs the lives of three generations of slaves on a sugar estate in Jamaica and
a plantation in Virginia, to understand the starkly different forms slavery took. Deadly work regimens

and rampant disease among Jamaican slaves contrast with population expansion in Virginia leading

to the selling of slaves and breakup of families.
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Customer Reviews

One of those rare moments when one examines a book and says "Wow. He’s still got it."Richard
Dunn has been an icon of historical scholarship since most of us were barely imagining a productive
career as professional students of the historical past. Yet more than half a century into his career,
he produces a work that is fresh, reasoned, brilliant, current. We’re lucky to live in a moment when
this magisterial work arrives. Dunn’s study, based on painstaking research and a brilliant, analytical
mind reminds us of the importance of archival research, of digging beyond the easy into the
possible. It is an important work that should be on the shelves, on the desk, of anyone who wants to

gain a comprehension of the roots of our racial past. A tour de force.



This is a very well written and researched book on a tough topic. The cold bare facts of slavery are

revealed in both Jamaica and Virginia and their voices come alive.

Excellent resource for my use to tell the background story of a painting of slave trade on Potomac
River. Lots of leads for further research. The stories help me to understand the life and time of slave

and master, commodity and person within the Tayloe community.

This book helped me link the pieces of my family tree together. It is a very interesting read. I've had

the pleasure of meeting the author and his is a gem!

Very interesting book.

Finally a deep insight into the evils of slavery. Highly-rated. Some very good insights into the

Machivellian economics of having enough slaves to get your blood work done.

great and good experience. Received as described. For a home product, for the price, this is quite
good. | prefer a heavier product altogether, but | was surprised with the quality considering how
inexpensive this product is. Coming from a professional background, I'd say this is a great piece to

start with. OK . my best friend need it ,

| meant to hit 4 stars but hit the first one by mistake! It is a very well written book and | have enjoyed
reading it. Of course, | am interested in that period of time and especially interested in the Tayloes.
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